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Site cleanup announced
BY CARL MACGOWAN

carl.macgowan@newsday.com

Three years after the shuttered Bavarian Inn was torn
down, Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone yesterday
announced plans to clean up
the abandoned site overlooking Lake Ronkonkoma.
Surrounded by local officials and residents during a
news conference, Bellone said
the Smithtown Boulevard Local officials and leaders join Suffolk County Executive Steve
property’s crumbling asphalt Bellone at the former site of the Bavarian Inn yesterday.
parking lot will be removed,
and cesspools will be filled to its owner owed back taxes.
but he said the work would
improve safety. County offiSince then, efforts to ad- begin soon. He said the county
cials plan to work with com- dress environmental problems is seeking federal grants to upmunity leaders to develop a at the site have been under- grade sewage treatment sysmaster plan that will deter- way, but other plans to rede- tems.
mine future uses of the site, velop the property — such as
Stormwater runoff and
Bellone said.
building a park and adding a wastewater from the site have
Many local officials and resi- boat launch — have lan- contributed to pollution and eldents have said they would like guished.
evated nitrogen levels that
to see a park developed there.
Dozens of local residents ex- have seriously harmed the
“This is a spectacular site,” pressed their frustration to Bel- lake, officials have said. AnBellone said in an interview, lone and other officials during other source of pollution is
adding that the lake decades a community meeting in July, waste produced by geese who
ago had been a resort area said Evelyn Vollgraff, 67, a Hol- congregate on the property.
lined by hotels and restau- brook resident who grew up
Bellone said Cornell Cooperrants.
near the lake. She and others ative Extension of Suffolk
The Bavarian Inn, once a spearheaded volunteer efforts County officials have agreed
popular dining hall that to clean up the site this sum- to consider reducing the
hosted wedding receptions mer. Another cleanup is sched- goose population by applying
and school dances, was demol- uled for 9 a.m. Saturday.
an oil that inhibits developished in 2013, after it had been
“I’d like to see it become a ment of their eggs.
shut down six years earlier be- county park with some kind of
Officials lauded volunteers
cause of flooding and other a water filtration system, then for cleaning up the site.
problems. Suffolk seized the eventually people can come
“It is community that made
property, which straddles the play,” Vollgraff said.
this happen,” Legis. Leslie
border of Smithtown and
Bellone could not cite esti- Kennedy
(R-Nesconset).
Brookhaven towns, because mated costs for the cleanup, “Now we’re moving forward.”

ISLANDIA

Budget plan offers 25% tax cut

BY SOPHIA CHANG

sophia.chang@newsday.com

Islandia officials have proposed a $4.4 million budget for
2017 that cuts taxes by 25 percent for the average household
— a result of the revenue from
an agreement to develop a Suffolk OTB casino in the village.
Under the proposed budget,
the average household will save
about $200 on the village portion of taxes, according to Islandia Mayor Allan Dorman at
a public hearing about the budget Tuesday night.
The estimated tax rate for
2016 was 1.62 per $100 of assessed value; in 2017 under the
proposed budget the tax rate
will be 1.21 per $100.

The proposed budget calls
for an increase in spending over
the current $3.2 million budget,
including purchasing new vehicles for the village, according to
treasurer Felix Wienclaw.
The proposed budget expects that about $1.5 million
will be raised in property tax
revenue. The other $2.9 million
of the budget will be raised
through other revenue streams
such as fines, permits and state
aid, as well as $2 million in special assessments on the casino.
In August, the village finalized a deal with the company
Delaware North, which bought
the Islandia Marriott Long Island hotel and plans to lease
space to OTB for the casino
with 1,000 video lottery termi-

nals. OTB officials expect to
open the facility in the hotel by
the end of this year.
In the deal, Islandia will receive $2.35 million a year for the
next two decades from Delaware North, under a $47 million
“taxpayer relief agreement.”
Delaware North also agreed to
make a single payment of $1.53
million for improvements to
the village-owned First Responders Recreation Baseball Field.
Dorman said he expects the
village property tax bills to ultimately be cut in half, with a 25
percent decrease this year and
another 25 percent tax decrease
anticipated for the 2018 budget.
The board is scheduled to
vote on the budget at its Nov. 29
work session at Village Hall.
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The Suffolk County Planning
Commission has named the
Village of Northport the recipient of its annual Village Innovation Award, which recognizes
village governments for work
that is critical to the future.
Northport was selected for
the multi-million dollar upgrade of its wastewater treatment plant, officials said in an
email Tuesday to Mayor
George Doll announcing the
award. The improvements to
the plant and sewer main
system have significantly reduced the output of harmful
nitrogen into the harbor.
“It was nice to get recognition for what we’re doing,”
Doll said yesterday at Village
Hall. “The whole thing is underground, so people don’t
really see it. It’s really a big
deal in the environment.”
Northport has improved the
sustainability of the harbor and
“exemplified” the type of work
the award recognizes, officials
with the Executive Board of
the Suffolk County Village
Officials Association said in
the email to Doll.
The 15-member Suffolk
County Planning Commission
is responsible for finding and
promoting countywide planning priorities and makes
recommendations to local
municipalities about policies
that have a regional impact.
Northport will receive the
award at the Suffolk County
Village Officials Association
holiday celebration at 6 p.m.,
Dec. 8 at Villa Lombardi’s on
Main Street in Holbrook.

LAKE RONKONKOMA
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Hempstead Town officials
honored two bay constables on
Tuesday for saving two people
from a sinking boat last month.
Brendan Moran and Joseph
Ciccimarro were given the
town’s Distinguished Service
Award during Tuesday’s town
board meeting.
“The quick actions of Brendan Moran and Joseph Ciccimarro prevented a tragedy
which could have cost lives,”
Supervisor Anthony Santino
said in a statement. “We are
thankful for their service and
their heroics.”
The duo — who work for
the town’s Department of
Conservation and Waterways
— received a distress call
around 4 p.m. on Oct. 30. Upon
reaching the scene they found
a sinking vessel about a mile
south of the Sands catering

hall in Atlantic Beach, with
two passengers on board.
The boat had water in the
engine room, which made it
powerless. The constables
towed the boat to Atlantic
Beach, according to a town
news release.
So far this year, bay constables have made more than a
dozen rescues.
“The need for assistance at
sea can happen in an instant
and thankfully we have dedicated Bay Constables who
respond immediately when the
call comes in,” Santino said.
“Whether it is the peak of the
summer or a weekend in late
October, we are proud to say
that our Bay Constables are
patrolling the seas and saving
lives.”

ED BETZ

destruction, Town Councilman
Mark Cuthbertson sought a
fundraising partnership with
Marie Michele Destil, a native
of Haiti and owner of Gingerbites Restaurant & Catering,
which serves Haitian and
Caribbean cuisine in Huntington Station.
“There is a dire humanitarian need to help feed and care
for the children of Haiti,”
Cuthbertson said in a release,
adding that Matthew was “one
of the strongest storm systems
to hit this region in over 52
years.”
Matthew destroyed homes,
buildings, roads and villages.
The UN has reported shortages of food and clean water,
and 7,000 people still in need
of emergency relief.
Destil said she was eager to
partner on the effort to raise
$5,000 for Meds & Food for
Kids, a Haitian-based nonprofit that focuses on helping
children in need.
“I feel blessed to be a part of
this wonderful relief effort
especially knowing that the
proceeds will benefit the children of my homeland who are
in such a dire need,” Destil
said in a release.
Cuthbertson and other town
board members joined Destil
Monday at a news conference
announcing the joint effort.
Monetary donations will be
accepted through Nov. 30 at
Gingersnap, 7300 East Jericho
Turnpike, and at Town Hall,
located at 100 Main St. in Huntington.
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